
Indigenous Languages in Indigenous Languages in 
M i t S h lM i t S h lMainstream SchoolsMainstream Schools
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Mainstream Accreditation for Mainstream Accreditation for 
LanguagesLanguages

Curriculum is tailored to meet the needs of theCurriculum is tailored to meet the needs of theCurriculum is tailored to meet the needs of the Curriculum is tailored to meet the needs of the 
Indigenous student community, it is relevant Indigenous student community, it is relevant 
and real (and sometimes confronting)and real (and sometimes confronting)and real. (and sometimes confronting)and real. (and sometimes confronting)
For teachers it is learning to hand over control For teachers it is learning to hand over control 
and become a studentand become a studentand become a student and become a student 
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How are the outcomes different/How are the outcomes different/

The protocols of learning the language are essential The protocols of learning the language are essential p g g gp g g g
learning for all studentslearning for all students
Students learn a little language but a great deal of Students learn a little language but a great deal of 

l k l d d h i h ki i hl k l d d h i h ki i hculture knowledge and the right way of working with culture knowledge and the right way of working with 
Indigenous peopleIndigenous people
Increased self esteem and sense of IdentityIncreased self esteem and sense of IdentityIncreased self esteem and sense of IdentityIncreased self esteem and sense of Identity

RESPECTRESPECTRESPECTRESPECTRESPECTRESPECT



Whole SchoolWhole SchoolWhole School Whole School 
Recognition of the importance of Indigenous Recognition of the importance of Indigenous g p gg p g
knowledge as an integral part of the whole school knowledge as an integral part of the whole school 
learning philosophylearning philosophy

i h di li h di lIncrease in  the status of Indigenous people as Increase in  the status of Indigenous people as 
teachers and the holders of knowledgeteachers and the holders of knowledge
Increase in the valuing of the richness of IndigenousIncrease in the valuing of the richness of IndigenousIncrease in the valuing of the richness of Indigenous Increase in the valuing of the richness of Indigenous 
cultures as part of Australian identity cultures as part of Australian identity 
Indigenous ways of working extends to wellbeingIndigenous ways of working extends to wellbeingd ge ous w ys o wo g e e ds o we be gd ge ous w ys o wo g e e ds o we be g
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