
ACSSO National Conference
17 – 19 October 2005

Public Education:
        ...the Real Choice
The Conference that links parents, teachers, social workers, 
counsellors, media and education decision makers.

 Challenging speakers include:
 Robyn Williams, Peter Garrett, Michael Carr-Gregg 
 and Richard Eckersley
 Practical take-away action plans
 A balance of theory, practice & training
 Opportunities to question and debate
 Cast your secret vote in our unique Big Issues Poll
 Papers and Publications
 Meet colleagues and widen your horizons

The Australian Council of State School 
Organisations (ACSSO) is the national peak 

body representing parents and families of children 
in Australia’s public schools and their 

school communities.

ACSSO 
 conducts, commissions and publishes research 
on education issues, 

 provides an interactive information service to government 
and to school communities

 ensures that community needs and priorities are refl ected 
in education decision making processes

 develops and manages a range of initiatives 
and community projects to improve the effective 
involvement of parents and families in student 
learning and development

Enquiries:  Melissa Donaldson
 Phone: (02) 6282 5150
 Fax: (02) 6285 1351

 Email: admin@acsso.org.au
 Website: http://www.acsso.org.au 

Payment Method

Hotel and Flight Booking Arrangements
Accommodation & Flight Request Form can be accessed through the 
ACSSO Website: http://www.acsso.org.au. To make a hotel booking or 
to arrange a fl ight booking through our conference consultants The Lido 
Group, download and complete the Request Form and Fax or Email it back 
to the contacts shown on the Form itself.

Outstanding Speakers 
& Presenters include

1. Cheque Enclosed for $_________. ____

OR

2. Debit my: Bankcard Visa Mastercard  $_________. ____

Card No: 

Expiry Date: ____ / ____

Full Name of Cardholder as on card:

___________________________________________________

Signature of Cardholder:

___________________________________________________

Return Completed Registration Form to: 

ACSSO 
PO Box 323 
CURTIN ACT 2605

Cocktails
Monday 17 October 5.30 pm – 7.00 pm in foyer
The Chifl ey on Northbourne  

Conference Dinner
Tuesday 18 October
From 7.30 pm. The Chifl ey on Northbourne

Display Spaces for Hire
A limited number of display spaces will be available, located in the 
refreshments area to ensure maximum interaction with participants. 
Details available on request. 

Enquiries: Melissa Donaldson (02) 6282 5150 

Disclaimer: Speakers, presenters and program refl ect arrangements 
current at the time of printing but cannot be guaranteed and may be 
subject to change due to circumstances beyond the control of ACSSO. 
In that event ACSSO will use its best endeavours to provide a comparable 
speaker or topic.
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Prof. Brian V. Hill is Emeritus Professor of 
Education at Murdoch University. He has 
written and spoken widely on education 
and values and been a consultant on values 
education. His most recent book is: “Exploring 
Religion in School: A National Priority” (2004).

Mignon Souter is currently Principal of 
the Richmond Primary School, SA, with 
extensive background experience in 
schools, including as a school counsellor 
working with children at risk.

Prof. Brian Caldwell was until recently Dean 
of Education at the University of Melbourne, 
and Chair of the Asia Education Foundation. 
A challenging writer and speaker on the future 
of education, Brian is Managing Director 
of Educational Transformations Pty Ltd and 
Professorial Fellow in Educational Policy & 
Management at the University of Melbourne.

Richard Eckersley is a Fellow of the National 
Centre for Epidemiology & Population Health 
at the Australian National University. He 
has written extensively on factors affecting 
resilience, well-being and connectedness. 
Author of “Well and Good: How we Feel 
and Why it Matters”.

   The Chifley Hotel Canberra

      
      

Limited Places – BOOK NOW!

Luise Lang is a senior psychologist with the 
Family Court of Australia, based in Canberra. 
Luise has worked as a psychologist in the 
hospital system and juvenile justice system in 
the ACT, a teacher at Copland College, a play 
therapist with behaviourally disturbed children 
and as an adolescent psychology lecturer at the 
University of Canberra.



Dr. Michael Carr-Gregg is an adolescent 
psychologist specialising in mental health. 
He has worked as a family therapist; child 
psychologist, researcher and academic. An 
internationally renowned speaker on issues 
affecting families and young people.

A Wide Ranging Agenda Conference Booking Form

Tuesday 18 October 2005
8.00 – 8.30 Registration & Coffee

8.30 Presentation – Results of the  
Big Issues Ballot

9.30 Enriching the Curriculum: Science,  
Arts, Languages 
Robyn Williams 
Peter Garrett

11.00 – 11.30 Morning Tea & Displays

11.30 Enriching the Curriculum  
(cont)– Languages & Culture  
Asia Education Foundation

12.15 Why Private Schools? 
Commissioned Research  
Richard Denniss – Australia Institute

1.15 - 2.00 Lunch & Displays

2.00 Public Education: Whither… or wither?

2.00 Alan Reid

2.45 Lyndsay Connors

3.30 – 3.55 Afternoon Tea & Displays

4.00 Brian Caldwell

4.45 Whither Public Education:  
Panel & Public Debate  
Lyndsay Connors, Alan Reid &  
Brian Caldwell

5.30 Close Day Two

Wednesday 19 October 2005
8.00 – 8.45 Registration, Tea & Coffee

9.00 Values, Spirituality & Community 
Brian V. Hill

10.00 Early Childhood Education:  
Starting School the Right Way  
Sue Dockett

11.00 – 11.20 Morning Tea & Displays

11.20 Indigenous Education & Community 
Building: Presentations & Panel 
Discussion 
Indigenous community leaders;  
Brian V. Hill, Sue Dockett

1.00 Conference Close 

Outstanding Speakers  
& Presenters include

Monday 17 October 2005
8.00 – 9.00 Registration, tea and coffee

9.00 Conference opens

9.10 National Perspective 
Dr Brendan Nelson MP 
Federal Minister for Education

9.30 State & Territory Perspectives 
Ms Katy Gallagher MLA 
ACT Minister for Education 

10.00 – 10.30 Morning Tea & Displays

10.30 Challenges for Families and 
Communities 
Michael Carr-Gregg

11.30 Wellbeing: how we and our children feel 
and why it matters 
Richard Eckersley

12.30 – 1.20 Lunch & Displays 

1.20 Panel Discussion: Helping our young 
people achieve resilience & belonging 
Michael Carr-Gregg 
Richard Eckersley 
Luise Lang  
Mignon Souter

3.15 – 3.30 Afternoon Tea & Displays

3.30 Exploring the Critical Issues:  
Workshops & Secret Ballots to Identify 
the Biggest Education Issues

5.00 Close Day One Prof Alan Reid is Professor of Education at 
the University of South Australia. In 2004–5 
Alan has been seconded into the South 
Australian Department of Education and 
Children’s Services (DECS) to lead some 
major curriculum initiatives, and to be a 
member of the Panel reviewing the South 
Australian Certificate of Education (SACE).

Dr Sue Dockett is Associate Professor (Early 
Childhood Education) at the University of 
Western Sydney. Over a number of years, 
Sue’s research focus has been children’s 
play, children’s thinking and the transition to 
school. Since 1997, Sue has been co-director 
of the Starting School Research project, based 
at the University of Western Sydney.

Robyn Williams AM has presented the 
Science Show on ABC Radio since 1975, 
plus many other outstanding science 
programs on radio and television, and 
books with a focus on the importance of 
science. Robyn Williams appears through 
arrangements made with Celebrity Speakers 
– The Christine Maher Group.

TITLE (MS, MRS, DR ETC) ______________________________________

FIRST NAME: _______________________________________________

FAMILY NAME: ______________________________________________

ORGANISATION: _____________________________________________

POSITION: _________________________________________________

MAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________

_____________________________________POSTCODE ___________

CONTACT PHONE:  ( ____ ) _____________________________________

EMAIL: ______________________________________________

CONFERENCE BOOKING & PAYMENT OPTIONS
Note: All prices shown are inclusive of GST. This form becomes a Tax 
Invoice when completed and returned to ACSSO at the address shown. 
ABN: 51 319 893 516

Booking Options  Total

Full Conference
 Early Bird by 15 April 2005 @ $555 $________
 From 18 April 2005 @ $655 $________

Or

Daily Rate:
 Monday 17 October @ $240 $________
 Tuesday 18 October @ $240   $________
  Wednesday 19 October @ $185 $________

Cocktails Monday 17 October @ $50 each $________
 No. of Tickets ________

Conference Dinner 18 October @ $75 each $________
 No. of Tickets ________

TOTAL AMOUNT PAYABLE (incl. GST)  $________

Peter Garrett MP AM is the Labor member for 
Kingsford Smith, former President of  
the Australian Conservation Foundation  
and longtime member of band Midnight Oil: 
recognised for his outstanding contributions  
to the environment and to music.

Dr Lyndsay Connors has worked as a freelance 
journalist and education writer; member of 
the ACT Schools Authority; Commonwealth 
Schools Commission, Chair of the Curriculum 
Development Council and Deputy Chair  
of the ABC. More recently Director of Higher 
Education in NSW, Lyndsay is now Adjunct 
Associate Professor in Education at University  
of Sydney.


