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MEDIA RELEASE
 

PARENTS PRAISE BRACKS PROMISE ON EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTRES
The peak council representing parents in Australia’s 7000 public schools has praised Victorian Premier Steve Bracks’ announcement that all new school sites would make provision for early childhood learning centres.

The Premier’s promise to inject $20 million on 40 new childhood centres was important said Jenny Branch, President of the Australian Council of State School Organisations (ACSSO), but the promise to guarantee land for children’s centres was ground-breaking.

The centres which combine kindergarten, child-care and child health services would help to build a sense of community and make public schools the hub of young parents’ lives, she said.

This is really a first in Australia and will help to make public schools a one-stop shop for education and child services, she said.

Ms. Branch urged all states to take a leaf out of Victoria’s book. She described Australia’s overall commitment to early childhood education as well behind other comparable countries.

Australia’s poor record in early childhood education had been a key issue at the national parents’ conference two weeks ago. Delegates had emphasised the crucial role of early intervention, often play based, on a child’s later development Ms Branch said. 

Jenny Branch said she was also gratified to see that education was a centre piece of Victorian Labor’s policy announcement this week.

She promised that all governments would be scrutinised closely to see whether they would be putting education at the centre of their policies.
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