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MEDIA RELEASE
PEAK PUBLIC SCHOOLS PARENT BODY WANTS 

FUNDING SCHEME RENEWED

The Australian Council of State School Organisations (ACSSO), representing parents in Australia’s seven thousand public schools, has applauded a major Federal Government capital funding programme.

After two years of operation, the Investing in Our Schools programme adds an extra $700 million capital funding to public schools over a four year period - but it is due to run out next year. It aims to provide help for school upgrades or replacement of items such as computers, carpeting, books, air conditioning, buses and gardens.

ACSSO President Jenny Branch described the scheme as a success and wants the scheme renewed along the same lines.

She said the scheme had a number of excellent principles in the way it was designed.

“It actually distributes the whole $1 billion in proportion to the population in the private and public school sectors, which is only fair” she said “It also intimately involves local parents in selecting the projects to be submitted from their school, especially smaller projects which may be overlooked by state governments.”

Mrs Branch said the scheme was designed to minimize political favouritism because special panels of parent and principals organisations make the recommendations about which schools receive funding. 

“The funding is based on need not on which electorate the schools are in.” she said.

ACSSO and its affiliates have been tasked with promoting the scheme and letting schools know how to apply. In the last round, thanks to this ACSSO promotion, there were 10,000 applications from schools, many for grants up to $150,000.

Mrs Branch said at ACSSO’s National Conference last week there had been many positive comments about the scheme and also about the way most state governments had co-operated with the federal Government’s programme.
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