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PRINCIPALS AND PARENTS CALL FOR BETTER DEAL FOR CINDERELLA PRIMARY SCHOOLS

In an historic agreement Australia’s key parent and primary principals bodies have described primary education as the Cinderella of the education system and called for a new focus on the sector.

In Canberra today (28th June) 400 delegates of the Australian Primary Principals Association joined public and private peak parent bodies to call for a new deal for primary education.

The parent and principals’ bodies have agreed to work on joint research projects which will examine the critical role that primary education plays in the lives of Australia’s young people. These will include values education and behavioural research as well as literacy and reporting to parents.

The Australian Primary Principals President Leonie Trimper said there was a community view that sometimes placed a higher value on those areas of education that dealt with careers, university education, apprenticeships and other pre-adult programmes.

“What governments, the media and others often tend to forget is that primary schools have a major influence on the whole of a student’s life.” she said.

“It doesn’t matter whether it’s literacy or self-esteem or basic values or social skills, primary schools have a major effect on the way a student develops as a total person.”

Ms. Trimper said effective and well resourced primary schools could diminish the need for expensive remedial programmes in later school life.

The President of the Australian Council of State School Organisations (ACSSO), Judith Bundy, said that her organisation supported the call for decision makers and parents to recognize that good primary schools could give all Australian students a head start in life and were vital steps in helping young Australians to be well balanced, socially competent and literate.

ACSSO represents parents and school communities of over 7000 Australian public schools.

“We ask all governments and the media to promote, support and fund the best primary system this country can afford” Ms Trimper said.” Australia’s future begins here.”
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