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                           PARENT BODY CALLS FOR NATIONAL HOME READING CAMPAIGN

Australia’s public school parents have called for a national home reading campaign to promote literacy and love of reading amongst young people.

The President of the Australian Council of State School Organisations (ACSSO) Judith Bundy says the biggest single contribution governments and teachers can make to improving literacy is to encourage parents and care givers to read with their children.

ACSSO’s  submission to the National Inquiry Into the Teaching of Literacy was released today and makes a strong case for the earliest positive intervention in children’s development.

“We would be delighted if all parents were reading with their children well before the age of one year.” Judith Bundy says.  “Reading with children enables them to associate reading with pleasant experiences like having a quiet time with their parents. It’s about touch, voice and caring environments as much as any technical reading exercise but it does help to build positive feelings about books and reading, which are the first steps to literacy.”

ACSSO says a national home reading campaign needs to be backed by all state, territory and federal governments and should involve joint action and funding by departments of health and child care, education, training and social welfare as  well as businesses such as media and publishing. This would  involve publicity campaigns, advice at points such as child care centres and new parents courses as well as library based reading programmes.

ACSSO’s submission to the Inquiry also pointed out the critical importance of teacher education courses including special units on parent-school partnerships which Judith Bundy describes as the building blocks for improving both literacy and the education and social development of young people.

ACSSO will seek an increase in the amount devoted by the Australian Research Council to education research funding which last year stood at only 2% of total funds allocated. 

“Education is a critical factor in maintaining a strong economy and a caring, smart society,” says Judith Bundy,” Those goals can only be achieved if we dedicate appropriate research activity to questions of how children and adults learn, especially how they learn to read.”

ACSSO represents more than 2.2 million families in Australia’s 7000 public school communities. 
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