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PARENTS SUPPORT COALITION FUNDING PROMISE 

BUT FEAR DUPLICATION
 
Australia's peak public school parent's body has praised the Coalition's promise to provide more capital funding to Australia's schools.
The Australian Council of State School Organisations (ACSSO) also supports the opportunity for greater parent involvement in the decision making process related to building programs.
However, ACSSO President Judith Bundy has expressed concern about possible duplication and waste that could arise if the Federal Government bypasses the State Governments as threatened by Prime Minister John Howard.
"This could lead to another level of bureaucracy and duplication if the Federal Government carries out its threat," she said." We would prefer that the capital works funding decisions involves the joint decision making of both Federal, State and Territory governments, along side the parents' input."
ACSSO's strategic plan adopted at its May Conference in Sydney has committed the organisation to the promotion of long term education planning among Australian governments.
"We would hate to see the Federal Government's latest promised initiative founder on the rocks of inter-governmental bickering; in that scenario, the real losers would be Australia's public school students.
ACSSO will seek more information from the Federal Minister Brendan Nelson about how parent organisations would be involved.
"We are very keen to ensure that every dollar reaches the right target efficiently" she said.
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