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	Question 1
	Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

	The Draft Shape of the Australian Curriculum: Languages paper captures the essential features of languages as a learning area and the rationale for learning

them. (pages 3-12)
	Strongly Agree


Comments 

	Question 2
	Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

	The Draft Shape of the Curriculum: Languages paper captures a contemporary understanding of language, culture and language learning. (pages 13-20)
	Strongly Agree


Comments 

	Question 3
	Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

	Australian languages is an appropriate term to designate the languages of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
	



Comments
It is appropriate in identifying the fact that the only languages referred to for Australia are those of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
	Question 4
	Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

	Australian languages are addressed appropriately within the paper.
	Agree


Comments

	Question 5
	Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

	The groupings of students described in the paper are appropriate for the purposes of developing a curriculum that is sensitive to the diversity of learners. (pages 21- 22)
	Strongly Agree


Comments 
	Question 6
	Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

	The terms used to describe the groupings of students are appropriate. (page 22)
	Agree


Comments 

	Question 7
	Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

	The overall aims are clear and relevant. (pages 24-25)
	Agree


Comments 

	Question 8
	Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

	The strands proposed capture important dimensions of language learning. (pages 25-26)
	Disagree


Comments 

There appears to be an emphasis on the learning of culture and interpretation and how culture shapes language and language use. More emphasis on the use of language – talking; listening; reading and writing
	Question 9
	Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

	The section describing the nature of knowledge, skills and understanding in learning languages provides an appropriate framework for describing content in languages learning. (page 26-27)
	Disagree


Comments 

The section emphasises cultural understanding in the use of language and fails to focus on understanding of the spoken and written language for the purpose of communication. 

	Question 10
	Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

	The general capabilities are effectively integrated within the paper.
	Agree


Comments 

	Question 11
	Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

	The cross-curriculum priorities are appropriately described for the languages learning area.
	Strongly Agree


Comments 

	Question 12
	Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

	The Draft Shape of the Curriculum: Languages paper provides a frame of reference that can be used for curriculum development across all languages.
	Agree


Comments 

	Question 13
	Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

	The relationship between indicative hours of study and achievement standards for the different cohorts of students is clear and appropriate. (pages 32-34)
	


Comments 

Appropriate if  provision is made to integrate language learning within the existing syllabus
There needs to be allowances in the curriculum for Year 11 and 12 students to elect to study a language without any prior learning or use of the language.
	Question 14
	Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

	The criteria used to determine the development of language-specific curriculum are appropriate. (page 34)
	Agree


Comments 

Additional criteria should be Australian cultural relevance for the provision of teaching Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages which may not fit within other criteria.

	Question 15
	Strongly disagree, disagree, agree, strongly agree

	The proposed staging of language-specific development is appropriate. (page 35)
	Agree


Comments 

Overall Comments

The Australian Council of State School Organisations (ACSSO) is the voice for parents in government schools in Australia. ACSSO welcomes the opportunity to comment on the Draft Shape of Australian Curriculum: Languages and would like to make the following comments to the writers of the curriculum. As a key partner in education we would like to express our desire to be party to the development of the curriculum framework that will transpose from this paper.
We preface our comments in regards to language learning and cultural awareness by expressing the importance of the language learner in having a clear understanding of their own culture and the sub-cultures that exist within it.  It is through this understanding that the learner is able to discriminate the nuances within both language and culture as a whole. 
ACSSO values the study of languages and the maintenance of a child’s first language as a key component to the support of enhanced outcomes in education. This is supported by ACSSO’s policy firstly on Indigenous language:

Indigenous Australian education in schools should recognise that it is essential for all Aboriginal children to develop the ability to communicate effectively in both their own first language (whether this is a traditional Indigenous Australian language, a Creole, or Aboriginal English) as well as in English.

L.5.2 Development, maintenance and teaching of Indigenous Australian children’s first language by community members for whom it is their first language, is essential to the end of schooling.

L.5.3 Indigenous Australian students must have access to a curriculum which will enable them, by the end of primary schooling, to attain proficiency in a form of Australian English which will allow them to interact effectively with the broader community.

L.5.4 An Indigenous Australian Language Committee should be established by the Federal Government in acknowledgment of the importance of the language interests of all Indigenous Australians.

L.5.5 The provision of adequate and appropriate pre-service and in-service training for teachers of Aboriginal students or teacher aides in Aboriginal bilingual programs as well as the provision of high quality materials for the teaching of Aboriginal languages is essential.

Secondly by our policy of languages and in particular the focus on Asian language:

Curriculum should provide opportunities for students to gain contact with an Asian language and for those that wish to do so, to learn an Asian language;

ACSSO is heartened by the prominence of language as being significant and an underlying influence on all other curriculum areas. This document acknowledges The Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for all Young Australians which identifies languages learning as an integral part of the educational experience of all Australian students.

We also support the notion that success in developing students’ bilingual capability through languages learning in schools depends on: policy settings; curriculum; and program conditions.

We acknowledge the term Australian languages used in reference to Indigenous languages and assume that appropriate consultation took place with the owners of the language in naming it so. The inclusion of Australian languages is of great significance to ACSSO. We are most pleased to see the detail regarding types including the revival of Australian Languages, language at home, maintaining the language and in particular second language learning. For many years ACSSO and our colleagues; particularly the AECG, have expressed that Australian Languages and indeed speakers of such have English as a second language and as such should receive support for such.

The draft also recognises the complexity of learning a language and like with all curriculum area and acknowledges that learners are from different backgrounds and bring a wide range of levels of experience and interest to languages classrooms.

Overseas experience suggests that children who attend a school where another language is used will learn faster if bilingual programs are created. Bilingual programs for English speaking students also have benefits in promoting an appreciation of ethnic diversity (ACSSO policy)

Being a country rich in the culture and language of many nations it is pleasing to see the diversity of languages, including Australian languages, classical languages, and languages from around the world. 

With the nation’s future in mind it is important for students to be exposed the key economic languages of the world. The Australian Curriculum should achieve a balance that prepares students for the modern economy by developing increased cultural literacy whilst recognising the importance of our history and our culture.

We appreciate the emphasis Australian languages and Asian languages are given in the draft shape paper.

It is extremely pleasing to see the inclusion of sign language (Auslan). Its omission prior to this failed to acknowledge the importance of this as a stand-alone language

We acknowledge, as does the paper, the diversity of languages teachers currently employed, their backgrounds and experience and their current range of different curriculum, teaching and assessment practices. In NSW, there are already in existence six Public bi-lingual schools – the hours specified in the draft paper for the language curriculum could see the expansion of this method of integrating languages into what is often described as an over-crowded curriculum. Bi-lingual schools use the language for teaching. We see the teaching of another language not as another “add-on” but integrated through the curriculum.

‘Flexible’ primary programs are described, so that schools can opt to use the prescribed hours in any primary configuration (two suggested options are Years F‐6 or Years 3‐6). ACSSO would support language learning F-6 as a priority.

In order for students to gain a full learning opportunity of a language we would not support finishing at Year 8, as described in Point 58. We believe that like all other curriculum areas completion is at year 10 with the option for further study in years 11 and 12. 

Of most importance is the recognition of the impact and importance of community involvement and programs in languages. With reference to this we acknowledge the role of the parent and the importance of raising the awareness of the academic, humanistic and often economic benefit for their child to maintain any home language and be proficient in a second language. We believe the importance of parental engagement in the implementation of this curriculum should be a major emphasis.

The development of languages curriculum will require careful consideration and planning, including wide consultation and input from key stakeholders, particularly parents and community to whom our organisation represents. We look forward to the opportunity to provide comment to the Australian Languages framework.


