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Values education – an Australian 
G i i i iGovernment initiative

• Dr Brendan Nelson linked Values 
education to the current quadrennialeducation to the current quadrennial 
funding agreements with schools

• Schools are required to display the Values 
d ti t i “ i t iti ”education poster in a “prominent position”





Values education – an Australian 
G i i i iGovernment initiative

htt // d ti ld /http://education.qld.gov.au/
curriculum/values/qld_links.html

http://www valueseducation edu au/values/http://www.valueseducation.edu.au/values/



Values education in independent 
h lschools

• Values education is relevant in all 
independent schoolsindependent schools

• Independent schools exist because of the 
agreed values of that school community



Values education in independentValues education in independent 
schools

• Every school across Australia is 
encouraged to hold a Values Forumencouraged to hold a Values Forum



Some key messagesSome key messages

• Schools are busy places – there are manySchools are busy places there are many 
competing interests for a ‘place’ in the 
curriculumcurriculum

• Values education has to be part of the• Values education has to be part of the 
core curriculum related directly to the 
ethos and well being of the whole schoolethos and well being of the whole school
community



What is best practice?What is best practice?

• A school community that has played a role 
in shaping the values of the schoolin shaping the values of the school

A i l th t i ti l• A curriculum that is sequential, 
developmentally appropriate, planned, 
d ti di tl li k d t th ll badaptive, directly linked to the syllabus, 

assessed and reported on…



What next?What next?

• More sharing of professional practiceMore sharing of professional practice 

• Demonstrate where values education “fits”• Demonstrate where values education fits  
in the essential learnings

• ‘Service learning’

• Richard Eckersley


